Wildlands Daily Journal Examples
These examples are reproduced with student permission
Example 1
Title: Trapping, Baiting and Aleks. 
Date: 9-11-08 

Time: 1:45 p.m.

Location: Picnic tables in front of Wildlands School


Today right away in the morning we went to Mr. Tweed’s land to check our traps to see if we had caught any more small mammals. My groups didn’t catch anything, but the other groups had trapped a few small mammals; three of them were dead, and one lucky one was still alive. My group put two cotton balls in all ten of our traps so that if any small mammals got trapped they could use the cotton as bedding and stay warm through the night.


When we got back to school we had to identify our four little animals. After measuring and collecting data on their total body length, tail length, hind foot length, ear length, and weighing them all, we discovered all four were meadow voles. Used a research book to help us compare the data we had collected to that of average small mammals. We also had to use a microscope to look at the number of teeth to make sure it was a meadow vole and not a different species of vole.


Later in the day we went and baited our deer population sites. When we get to our bating spots the corn is usually just about all gone. It’s probably from the deer, birds, and squirrels. 


After all of that field excitement we were all introduced to Aleks. Aleks is not a new student, but our math program that we use online. It seems like a fun way to do math, but I’ll have to keep exploring the program. 

What I did: 

· Collect date

· I.D. small mammals

· Baited deer sites

· Walked for P.E.

· Met Aleks

I can’t wait until we catch more little critters to see if they are a different species.

Example 2
Sometimes you can accomplish a great journal entry just by writing about one topic:

Title: “SAK” (Sex Age Kill)
 Date: 9-12-08 
Time: 1:35 p.m.
Location: Wildlands Lab

The SAK basically determines the population of the targeted species, which in our case for the projects is white-tailed deer. SAK can tell us in great detail how dense the deer herd actually is before the deer hunting season starts. 


The SAK is important because it will let the DNR know where and where not to issue an “earn a buck” tag. 


I’m not entirely sure if the SAK could improve our deer population study at BCR because it’s main purpose is to show us the numbers of each particular sex and age of deer in that area. Instead of SAK we’re using cameras to illustrate and find the deer population numbers.

Example 3:

We better not see a journal entry like this:

Biking. 9-13-08

Today I went for a bike ride. Then I had lunch. I learned that biking hurts my legs.













